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that to many People, I have ſeemed to falſify my Word. and Promiſe , which I made 
; my being diſcharged out of Bethelem Hoſpital whereupon I am now liable to the I- 
rior of a Lyar and Decerver ( which lies as a very great Prejudice againſt. the Things I 
s heretofore written, and Publiſh 


ſhed to the World) T ſhall therefore here add the very 
thereof ; Together with what is here-obſerved thereon, | 


x Right Honourable Daniel Earl of N- Principal Secretary of 


i State. 
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HnbleP ETITION of Richard Sta 
E Hoſpital. 


fford, a Priſoner in Bethlehem 


H A'T your Petitioner hath been detained here for 2]moſt theſe ejght Months , By an Order vf 

- "he Board of Green Cloth, - for diſturbing Their Majeſties Houſhold at Kenſington; By my dee 

\  * livery of certain Books there, on Nov, 3. 1691. for which this my A& of Inadvertency, I am 

= - heartily ſorry; And1 do hereby with all due Reſpedfulneſs and Humility beg Their Majeſtics 
pn, for- what Offence I have hereby given to them. And ſeeing that by ſo long and tedious Impriſonment , 

e been, and am ſtill derained and kept from the publick 'Worſhjp and Service of Almighty God z As 
frons the Comforts and Ends of -Humane Life. My humble Prayer is therefore unto your Lordſhip , 
you would intercede with Her Majeſty, That She would be Graciouſly pleaſed, out of Her Princely Fae 

( and upon this my Acknowledgmaont, and future Reſolution) ro give Command or Dire&tion, for my 

aſe and Diſcharge out of this Houſe of Confinement and Shame ; and to grant me my former Liberty 
Freedon# ( which laſt Words, tho they were not expreſſed , yer they were intended in my Mind) And 

11 do hereby promiſe before God, and upon the Word of -a Chriſtian man, Thar I will never any more 
ce within the Gates of /hbite- Hall of KenſingtonCourt : Nor,will I Write andPubliſh any thing more againſt 
Government, as'ir is at preſent Eſtabliſhed, Adding this withal, That if ever I ſhould Tranſgreſs or Vio- 
in the leaſt particular againſt whatI do here declare, and faithfully promiſe, I would then willingly ſub - 
to be Immur'd uphere, or elfe-where during Life. Or to be proceeded againgſt in a Regular and Lee 
way, with the utmoſt ſeverity, according as your Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom ſhall think fir. But my 


entions. being now Real and Unfeigned, as above-ſpecified, I do hope that I may for this ence partake of . 
al Mercy, ; And that your Lordſhip would be pleaſcd io Repreſent and make this known, is the moſt cars7 
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# 


Your moſt Obedient Servant, 


And Humble Petitioner, 


Richard Stafford. 


-. 


(2) 
"Theſe Words, To bo Jmmur'd up here or elſe where during Life. 1 did like the eloquent Orator me 
Iſs, 3. 3- putin to make.this my Petition more Perſuaſive, But not with an intent to conclude? 
To be dealt withal accordingly | | | 
This Petition was carried and preſented unto him, On Fune 20. Upon which the day follow} 
following Order was ſent , and direfted unto Sir Y/illiam Turner, and to the other Governours of 
Hoſpital. 


. "Jane 21. 1692; 


Gentlemen 7 


The Queen is willing to diſchate Mr, Richatd'Staffo?d'out of Bevtiletien Pons 
ro deliver him np to his Father, ona: ca... 
| Your Muitible StrVanc 
Ka 


B* this General phraſe of delivering me up to my Vater, there was no ſuch Grant of my formes 
ty and Freedom ; Upon which my ſolemn Promiſe was founded. 

But{not laying ſo much ſtreſs on that)then beſides, If aPromile is as it were forced and extorted as it \ 
with me byGriey ous foregoingBondage andOppreſſion,in putting me down into a low,dark,narrow and f 
Room, for ſeyen Weeks and three Yays And fo in'like manner,in the former Times of UVlurpation, Their 
did weary out Judge Jenkins, by long I mpriſonment; © By which they farced him to fign a Paper , 

' He did much more acknowledge their Government that thenwas, than I bave done 25 to. the /preſeri 
form'sf Petition, Or if rhe matter of a Promiſe is unlawful, as here it is to hinder the Word of # 


- Ind to ſtop that free courſe thefeof, which it ought tohave.. In. both theſe, caſes itceaſes to oblige; As. 
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« yer more clearly 'underſtood. fromthe Contents'of the following Letter.,;,yhichwasdclivered in and 


\ . "the Penny-peſt; on July 29 laſt paſt, and direQedto him ar Cleveland, Houſe , mear $1, Fames,, but 
ſuperſcribed. | | Oo EI Hoy 


To the Right Honourable Dablel Earl of N. Principal Seevethry 'of State , #nd 
other Members. of the Privvy Council. _ Ord i eg ef aot Rn ptr: 
| Cf” 484 1 D122 333i VV | oe op AN Wh oe 5. RN $I Ls AS $65.3 <4; 
Richard Stafford, a Scribe of Jeſus Christ, ſendeth Greeting, 
4 Heſe are to acquaint Your Lordſhipe, and the preſent Rulers , Thar Thave had very preat Te 
and Remorſe of Conſcience ( being afraid and ſenſible , That I have offended Gdd in an high de 
for that Petition which 1 ſent unto Your Lordſhip, _ on the 1 gth of Jute laſt hrs : Whetrein *'I did þ 


: ny diſcharge out of Pethlebem Hoſpital, and you were plealed.to pa an Order accordingly for it th 
following ; which, though it was an AR of great Goodnels in yourelfto be infrumental towards rhe 
ing of it; and it was, and is ſti]] very acceptable untome: And I do hereby reſerit it-with 811 doe Thai 
neſs; Yer the terms upon which I did deſire it,were in me ſinful and unbecoming ſuch anOne who is emÞloy 
the miniſtration ofthe word of the Lord unto the Inhabitgnts of the Earth. For whereas rather from the did 
of ſome other than from mine'own Sentiments) I did there ſer forth and promiſe, that what I had done as t 
occaſion of my Commitment was in me an A& of Inadvertency ; And that I would write and publiſh no 
againſt the Government as jt is at preſent Eſtabhſhed (1 do not write againſt Government in the Gene 
but againſt Sin, Tniquity and Tranſgreſſion in the preſent Governours ) That aforementioned dropped , 
was as it were forced from me þy Hymane, Infirmity, and out of my impatient defire of Releaſe from that 
and tedious Impriſohment, "under which-I did groan, But now apon my ſerious and innermoſt Thought 
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lat ye lately did towards me, was a meer AQ of Violence , wiz. ſuch as was neither Law nor Reaſon for , 

t only Gotten Power, and the Will of Men, It was ſo done meerly becauſe ye were ſtronger; and it could 
ſo done. If I may uſe ſuch a trivial Similitude, It was like a Company of Boys who did take one of their 
ows, and bind kim Hand and Foot, and leck him up in a Room by force, Which, what ſometimes they - 

b ſor once out of Novelty andPlay; Yedid it for ſeveral Days and Weeks ſucceſſively with me; and this 
called the Government of Reaſonable (or rather unreaſonable) Men ; and herein I may lawfully uſe thoſe | 
xcefary and prudential Preventives in*keeping out. of your way. 
| If by the Words of God's Grace and Truth I might be ſomewhat inſtrumental to bring that to Right, 
ich is now overturn'd already, and to ſettle Peace in your Conſciences,who now live in fear and doubt, un- 
il ye miſcarry to all Eternity ( unleſs ye come to Repentance and Reſtitution ) then I ſhall neither harm nor 
liſturb ye, And if ye would refrain from hurting my outward Perſon, ye would have leſs guilt in the 'mean. 
while, and leſs puniſhment in the World to come, which we are all juſt entring into, 7; 
T$ this end is the incloſed Written Paper ſent untoye, The Words whereof ( whether ſtifled or publiſh- 
ed) will be for ſome Witneſs and Teſtimony, By reaſon of my poor wretched Condition ; and alſo Mr. Rovers: 
hens hath given ſuch tri Orders from ye to the ſeveral Printers againſt doing any thing for me, 
That the will of Man is 6f "more force in'this Wotld , than the Command of God , as to the going forth- 
Ind publication of his Eternal Truth, I do doubt , and am afraid, 'that I ſhall never get it printed (and yet. 
lefled be Godwho performieth'all things for me) it afterwards was. printed, and is Emtituled , 4 Word ro both 
Houſe; of Parliament, and t# he Privey Conmeit © | 
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